




City Manager James Timonere also reminded residents that curbside leaf bag pickup has ended and residents can 
drop off leaf bags at Public Works. 

Finance Director 
Finance Director Vladimir Kan presented the following ordinances for consideration: 

• An ordinance to adopt the City of Ashtabula Unclaimed Funds Policy, as recommended by state auditors.
The policy established standardized procedures for identifying, administering, and returning unclaimed
funds.

• An ordinance authorizing the Finance Director to determine salary allocations among various city funds,
which is also a recommendation of the state auditors.

• An ordinance to adopt an amended Capital Improvement Policy reducing the capitalization threshold from
$25,000 to $2,500. Finance Director Vladimir Kan explained that the change will not affect the GAAP
conversion process, but it will allos greater flexibility in accessing the Permanent Improvement Fund (Fund
412). The change was requested by City Manager James Timonere to address operational needs.

Ward 4 Councilor Jodi Mills asked for clarification on Ordinance 2026-114 and whether it was simply for audit 
compliance. City Manager James Timonere explained that the practice of allocating portions of management 
salaries across funds such as sanitation and water pollution, has been ongoing but now requires a formal written 
policy. Ward 4 Councilor Jodi Mills asked if the City was able to collect interest on unclaimed funds. Finance 
Director Vladimir Kan explained that unclaimed funds that are held in trust (Fund 166) for five years and remain 
unclaimed are returned to the originating fund, not the general fund. The City retains interest earned on unclaimed 
funds via a sweep account arrangement; interest is not returned to the lawful owners. He noted that owners may 
claim funds at any time through a strict verification process, regardless of where the funds are held. 

Ward 3 Councilor Rolesia Holman asked how the City's investments help when there is a deficit. City Manager 
James Timnonere explained that the City maintains funds in two accounts, a STAR Ohio account and a longer­
term managed account. These reserves represent carryover balances invested for cash flow purposes. Even in a 
period of deficit spending, existing invested funds will be drawn down rather than new monies added. He noted that 
when he began, the City had a carryover of just over $100,000. 

City Solicitor 

City Solicitor Cecilia Cooper reported that she was contacted by the Gueaga County Prosecutor's Office, which 
handles all municipal cases in the Chardon Municipal Court, to serve as a special prosecutor for a conflict case. 
She noted this arrangement also creates a professional reciprocal relationship through which Geauga County may 
review a conflict case from the City. She stated she has a similar arrangement with Conneaut. 

Council unanimously supported the arrangement. 

City Solicitor Cecilia Cooper also reported that the City is now in a legal position to proceed with cleanup of the 
nuisance property on E. 23rd Street. Earlier confusion regarding whether the homeowner had been properly 
served has been resolved by the passage of time. Thirty days had elapsed since service was believed to have 
occurred, and no appeal was filed. City Manager James Timonere noted that the City will contact scrappers to 
obtain cost estimates, after which the matter will proceed to bid and appropriation. 

City Solicitor Cecilia Cooper raised a concern, on behalf of law enforcement and first responders, regarding access 
through parade route barricades during the 2026 Memorial Day Parade. She requested that going forward, 
whoever provides instructions to volunteers manning blocked streets make clear that first responders and law 
enforcement must be permitted to pass through, particularly when accessing the police department or fire station. 
Ward 3 Councilor Rolesia Holman responded to the concern, regarding her traffic control assignment during the 
parade. She detailed her actions, asserting that she managed her post with full impartiality and that an unmarked 
vehicle, without active emergency signaling, had attempted to bypass traffic cones, which, if allowed, would have 
compromised the integrity of the area being protected. She expressed that providing an access list to volunteers in 
advance would prevent future misunderstandings. City Solicitor Cecilia Cooper clarified that the specific concern 
also involved a marked police vehicle and an officer in uniform being prevented from passing. Both City Solicitor 
Ceclilia Cooper and Ward 3 Councilor Rolesia Holman agreed that clear protocols for first responder vehicle 
access should be established for all future events. 
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